[Two cases of colorectal cancer presenting with periodic, transient elevation of serum iron due to hemolysis after chemotherapy including 5-FU].
The serum iron level reportedly shows transient elevation after chemotherapy in some cases. However, the cause of this phenomenon has not been clearly described. We report two cases of colorectal cancer whose serum iron level demonstrated recurrent elevation after chemotherapy. Both were advanced colorectal cancer cases with liver metastases, so we started chemotherapy with modified FOLFOX6+bevacizumab. After several courses, we changed the regimen to simplified LV5FU2+ bevacizumab in both cases. The serum iron level showed transient, periodical elevation irrespective of the therapeutic regimen. Additionally, indirect bilirubin also showed transient elevation, which was completely synchronized with the fluctuation of the serum iron level. These observations suggest that hemolysis is the main cause of periodic, transient elevation of serum iron level after chemotherapy including 5-FU.